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p er da y nearly the entire output o f the existine ~r p~tment plant. The wa er t re atmen t Fl~n t 

may have to be expanded in o rd er for the municipality to meet its obligation under the forty
y e a r co ntra c t with the rural water company . Similar figures of the projec ted consum ption 
f o r Dr a per indi ca te that 362 ,9 50 ga ll ons per day wil l be ne eded by 1980, while a pproximately 
372 ,640 g allons per day will be consumed by the population of Spra y . These estimates do no t 
in c lude water for industrial purposes. Existing industries provide their own water an d t he 
wa ter needs o f new industries that may come to t he area will be de ter mined by t h e manu f ac tu r 
ing process . Sin ce Dr ap er and S pray purchase water f rom Field crest Mills, t h e municip aliti e! 
have the alternative of con t inuing thi s arrangement as long as t he company is able t o supply 
their de mands or the t owns may cons tru c t their own pumping , storage, and purification f aci lft 

Although various me thod s are used by l oca l governm e n t s in North Carolina to meet their 
wate r r e sponsibilities , a municipal s uppl y a nd di s tributi on system is the mo st common . Of 
the 305 municipa liti es in the s t ate t ha t

2
have a water syst e m, 300 own bo th t he tre a tment 

plan t anu ne~ork u f di stribution l ines . There a re a n umbe r of a dvant ag es t ha t acc rue to 
a communi t y from a pub l ic water sy stem: 

The municipa lity can act indepen dentl y in matters pertaining to extens ion o f the syst et 

- Charges for water ar e often l o wer 

Effi c iently adminis tered, it may make a profit for the ci t y 

Wate r and sewer f aci litie s can be devel oped in accor dan ce with a ma ster plan 

Pr oblems of coordinating water service wi t h private suppliers are eliminated 

Conside r a ti on mu s t a l so be giv en to th e supply of wa ter f o r urban fringe a re as which will 
e v entuall y be annexed by one of the municipa litie s . Pre sent practices for providing wa t e r 
t o these a re as are c re a ting problems which will have to be so lved when the areas become 
pa rt o f a municipality . Lines o f inadequa t e si z e a re being insta ll ed bo t h by the mun icipal 
ities and priva te wa t er com panies . I n addition devel opmen t is occu rring mor e th an 500 feet 
fr om fire h ydra nts. Wa terline s h ave been ex t ended withou t a plan for providing public se we r s 

1 
This estima t e i s based on figures f o r future wa t er consum pti on deve l op ed by the P ublic 

Works J ou rn a l Co rpora ti on and published in t he Pu b l ic Works J o urnal, De c . 195 6. Esti mate d 
water consumption is expected to be 170 ga ll ons per capi t a per day by 1976 . 

2 The North Carolin a League of Municipalities reports t hat of the 305 t owns wi th wa te r 
systems, Wingate, St a r, Dr a per , Spray, and Cary do not own a comp lete municipa l tre a tment 
and distrib u tion system . 
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